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Message from the CEO

Dear SAFI members,

This quarter we’'ve made meaningful progress in strengthening South Africa’s furniture
industry — from growing our local skills pipeline to advancing localisation in public
procurement and supporting member participation at key industry trade shows.

At SAFI our mission remains to build a competitive, inclusive and resilient local furniture
sector. One of our top priorities has been continued engagement with government around
local sourcing. With the Public Procurement Act (Act No. 28 of 2024) expected to take
effect in early 2026, the Department of Trade, Industry and Competition (DTIC) will regain
the authority to designate sectors like ours for compulsory local content. In the interim,
we’ve reached out to provincial leaders, urging them to prioritise locally manufactured
goods in all government tenders — because our industry has the capacity, the skills and the
determination to deliver.

Job creation and skills development remain central to SAFI's work. We’re proud to
support manufacturers who are training new artisans through no-cost, SETA-accredited
apprenticeships and we continue to assist members with QCTO accreditation through
regional partners such as SMART Consultants in the Western Cape. These initiatives are
equipping the next generation with the skills needed to sustain and grow our industry for
years to come.

We've continued to strengthen our presence on the global stage, with preparations well under
way for South African manufacturers to exhibit at the upcoming Index Saudi expo. Our
collaboration with Engage Trade Africa has also played a pivotal role in opening doors to new
markets, fostering connections that can lead to tangible export opportunities. In parallel,
we’ve partnered with the DTIC for the latest Furniture Design Competition, celebrating the
creativity and innovation that continue to shape our sector’s future.

To the SAFI members preparing to exhibit at Index Saudi Arabia next month — we wish you
every success as you take your brands and products onto the global stage. We look forward to
hearing about the opportunities and partnerships this platform may bring.

With your continued support, we can work together to navigate current challenges and take
meaningful steps towards strengthening and sustaining our industry.

Here’s to building a better future, together,

Greg Boulle
CEO, South African Furniture Initiative (SAFI)
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INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT & ADVOCACY

SAFI advances local content in public sector procurement

The South African Furniture Initiative (SAFT)
continues to drive its localisation strategy
as part of the Furniture Industry Master
Plan (FIMP), aiming to boost job creation,
support local manufacturers, and ensure
government procurement benefits the
South African economy.

At the recent Localisation Task Team
meeting, SAFI advanced discussions with
the National Regulator for Compulsory
Specifications (NRCS) on making the SANS
660 standard for school furniture mandatory.
This move, if approved by the Minister
by March 2026, would ensure consistent
quality and greater local sourcing for school
furniture contracts.

In a letter that he sent to the country’s
Premiers, SAFI CEO, Greg Boulle, called on
provinces to include local content (LC) and
Bargaining Council compliance as standard
requirements in all government furniture
tenders. He warned that furniture sector
employment has dropped from 59,000
jobs in 2002 to just 30,000 today — a clear
signal that urgent support is needed.

Althoughthe 2017 Preferential Procurement
Regulations, which made LC mandatory,
were set aside by the Constitutional Court,
the current 2022 regulations still allow local
content to be included, either as a scoring
goal or a condition of award. Boulle
emphasised that it remains entirely within
the power of government departments to
include LC in their procurement policies.

The recently passed Public Procurement
Act (Act No. 28 of 2024) will soon strengthen
this position. Once implemented in 2026,
the Act will empower the Department of
Trade, Industry and Competition (DTIC)
to designate furniture and other sectors for
compulsory local sourcing.

“South Africa has the design talent and
manufacturing capability to meet all
government furniture needs,” said Boulle.
“Supporting local is not only responsible, it’s
smart and sustainable.”

SAFI also continues to engage National
Treasury on tender reform and supports
efforts to tackle import under-declaration
and unfair trade practices — all part of its
mission to level the playing field for South
African furniture makers and grow the
industry from within. O



https://www.southafricanfurnitureinitiative.co.za/
https://www.southafricanfurnitureinitiative.co.za/master-plan/
https://www.southafricanfurnitureinitiative.co.za/master-plan/
https://www.nrcs.org.za/
https://www.nrcs.org.za/
https://www.gov.za/documents/acts/public-procurement-act-28-2024-english-setswana-23-jul-2024
https://www.gov.za/documents/acts/public-procurement-act-28-2024-english-setswana-23-jul-2024
https://www.thedtic.gov.za/
https://www.thedtic.gov.za/

SAFI secures strategic voice on national design council

In a major step forward for strategic alignment, SAFI's Administration and Qualifications
Manager, Lynn Adonis, has been appointed to the Board of the Design Association of South
Africa (DASA), representing SAFI within the Department of Sport, Arts and Culture (DSAC).
Officially welcomed at the 20 June virtual meeting, Lynn’s appointment strengthens SAFT’s
role under the Cultural and Creative Industries (CCI) Masterplan.

Her position provides direct access to national policy discussions, enabling SAFI to advocate
for design-led manufacturing, skills development, innovation and public-private funding
aligned with the furniture sector’s growth agenda.

“This milestone gives SAFI a seat at the table where design, policy, and transformation
intersect, driving our industry forward through influence and impact,” concludes Adonis.O



https://www.dsac.gov.za/
www.nationalarchives.gov.za/sites/default/files/u4521/Annexure%20A%20-%20Creative%20Industries%20MasterPlan.pdf

SMART Consultants

Northlink College



https://www.smartconsultants.co.za/
https://www.northlink.co.za/

Furniture sector skills get a boost with new QCTO accreditations

SAFI is proud to celebrate the recent Quality Council for Trades and Occupations (QCTO)
accreditation of three forward-thinking training providers in South Africa’s furniture sector:

Contour Enviro Group

Pascal Interior Designs & Carpentry Services

Denic Cabinets

This milestone marks a significant leap towards a more
skilled, empowered and sustainable industry. Each
organisation demonstrated exceptional commitment
to quality, compliance and capacity-building. SAFI was
honoured to provide hands-on support throughout the
process, from initial guidance to final approval.

Reflecting on her journey, Dimakatso Matime of Pascal
Interior Designs shared how SAFI’s mentorship was
key to their success: “When I began, I had little to no
understanding of how to proceed. But SAFI guided me
step by step with professionalism and dedication. Their
unwavering assistance made a challenging journey
much smoother.”

Dipuo Phakathi, CEO of Denic Cabinets, expressed her
deep appreciation for SAFI’s role in the accreditation
process: “I can’t thank Lynn Adonis and Judith Smith
enough for the support and patience they afforded us
during this journey.”

From Contour Training Academy, director Lincoln
Meyer confirmed their readiness to deliver quality
training: “We are happy to announce we received full
accreditation. We would like to thank SAFI for the
support and guidance. Contour Enviro Group is ready
to implement this training to the furniture industry.”

These accreditations represent more than institutional
success — they signal progress toward a more inclusive,
skilled and future-fit workforce. SAFI congratulates all
three providers and encourages others to follow their
example. With the right support, transformation is not
only possible, it’s already happening. O



https://contourenviro.co.za/
https://www.pascal.co.za/
https://www.denic-cabinets.co.za/

Multiform Contour Enviro RA Woodcraft
Northlink College
Artisan Recognition of Prior Learning

safi.admin@furnituresa.org.za



https://multiform.co.za/
https://contourenviro.co.za/
https://rawoodcraft.com/
https://www.northlink.co.za/
https://nadsc.dhet.gov.za/site/Artisan%20Recognition%20of%20Prior%20Learning
mailto:safi.admin%40furnituresa.org.za?subject=SAFI%20Newsletter%20

Furniture Desigh Competition 2025: call for entries

Are you a South African design student or professional with a bold vision for furniture that’s
functional, meaningful and proudly South African? Then this is your moment.

The ,presented by the DTIC, SAFI,

(IDC), and partners, is open for entries. This year’s theme,
“Alien Invasive Species of Wood”, challenges entrants to create indoor or outdoor furniture
for the (FABI) using woods like pine, gum,

wattle or poplar.

Designers must draw inspiration from South Africa’s rich cultural and natural landscape,
merging creativity with sustainability and purpose. There are categories for students and
professionals, with prizes including internships, membership packages and exposure on key
platforms. Entries close 30 September 2025.

“This engagement forms part of SAFI’s broader commitment to skills development and design
innovation in the furniture sector. SAFI aims to work hand in hand with the DTIC to not only
drive participation in the annual design competition, but also to stimulate national awareness
and academic adoption of the Furniture Designer qualification,” says Lynn Adonis, SAFI’s
Administrator and Qualifications Manager.
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EXPORT & TRADE

INDEX

SAUDI ARABIA

Showcasing South African talent at Index Saudi Arabia 2025

From 9 to 11 September 2025, SAFI will support 11 companies as they showcase their products at
Index Saudi Arabia in Riyadh, one of the region’s premier interior design and fit-out exhibitions.

This marks a pivotal opportunity for local businesses to enter the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) market, known for its dynamic hospitality, residential and commercial sectors.
Participating manufacturers will not only present their craftsmanship to a global audience,
but also gain valuable competitive intelligence (CI) to refine their offerings and better align
with international demand.

Index Saudi offers a powerful platform to connect with buyers, explore new trends and unlock
export potential. “The goal is to support smarter business decisions, improve strategy and give local
organisations a competitive edge,” says Tracy Symons, SAFI’s Marketing Relationship Manager.

These are the following 7 SAFI members who will be taking part:

Buuraaq Beds

Buraaq Beds is revolutionising sleep with its
patented Advanced Tempered Zone spring
system, offering ergonomic, pressure-relieving
support and luxurious durability. Designed for
health-conscious users, each mattress features
high-resilience materials. The brand is expanding
globally through exports and ATZ technology
licensing, targeting retail, hospitality, and
commercial sectors across international markets.

Casamento

Casamento is a Cape Town-based studio creating
expressionist upholstered furniture, richly
detailed with hand embroidery, appliqué and
beading. Founded by Starry Eve Collett, the
brand transforms traditional needlework into
sustainable, heirloom pieces. Using eco-conscious
materials, Casamento blends art, function and
heritage in designs that resonate on a global stage.



https://www.index-saudi.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gulf_Cooperation_Council
https://www.buraaqbeds.co.za/
https://www.casamento.co.za/

Denic Cabinets

Denic Cabinets creates bespoke cabinetry

that blends traditional craftsmanship with
contemporary design. From kitchens and
wardrobes to office furniture and display units,
each piece is precision-crafted for function
and elegance. With successful projects in
Zambia, DRC and Zimbabwe, the company is
now expanding across Africa and into global
residential and commercial markets.

Limited Edition Manufacturers

Limited Edition Manufacturers will represent
Ilovani, a Plettenberg Bay-based studio crafting
furniture and homeware since 1996. Led by
designer Claire O’Grady, Ilovani uses reclaimed
wine barrels and sustainably sourced timber to
create timeless, handcrafted pieces. With global
shipping experience, the brand is eager to grow
its international footprint and partnerships.

NC Upholsterers

NC Upholsters creates bespoke, space-conscious
furniture that blends functionality with refined
aesthetics. Specialising in custom upholstered
pieces, the studio’s standout product is the
FurNiche OttoRamp, designed for pet-friendly
living. With innovation at its core, NC
Upholsters aims to expand globally through
exporting uniquely African designs and
forming strategic partnerships.

Outdoor Workz

Outdoor Workz designs premium outdoor
furniture and accessories that blend elegance
with durability. From luxury parasols to
weatherproof cushions and recycled plastic
pieces, each item is built for harsh climates and
refined spaces. Proudly made in South Africa,
the brand is expanding into high-end hospitality
markets across the Gulf and beyond.

RA Woodcraft

RA Woodcraft creates elegant, functional wooden
furniture and bespoke joinery that blends
timeless craftsmanship with modern simplicity.
Focused on natural materials, clean lines and
meticulous detail, key products include custom
kitchens, vanities and handcrafted furniture.

The brand is expanding globally through exports
and international design collaborations rooted in
sustainability and quality:.



https://ilovani.co.za/
https://www.ncupholsters.co.za/
http://www.outdoorworkz.co.za/
https://rawoodcraft.com/
http://www.denic-cabinets.co.za/
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Inbound buyer opportunities

SAFTI sees inbound trade missions as one of the most effective ways to grow South African
furniture exports — bringing vetted international buyers to meet directly with local
manufacturers. By matching the right buyers to the right producers, these missions deliver
relevant, high-value engagements and a cost-effective route to securing real business.

One of the year’s biggest opportunities is Engage Trade Africa (ETA), taking place from 27-30
October 2025 in Durban, KwaZulu-Natal. This leading international trade event combines
pre-scheduled B2B meetings, networking activities, workshops and site visits, ensuring every
connection is purposeful. The 2025 edition will feature 30 countries, over 400+ African
producers, 500+ buyers, 4,000+ meetings and 20,000+ engagements.

ETA’s 2024 success underscores its value: over 580 delegates from 17 countries attended, the
event showcased 250 African producers, hosting six expert workshops and holding 2,500+
matchmaking meetings. The ETA team brought in 70 high-value buyers — 30 from the USA
and 40 from across Africa — and invested in building relationships through curated social and
networking experiences, laying the groundwork for long-term partnerships.

SAFI urges all South African furniture manufacturers to take part — and to provide specific
names of the buyers they most want to meet. The clearer the target list, the more precisely
SAFI can align meetings with its members’ export goals. Says Tracy Symons, SAFI’s Marketing
Relationship Manager: “if SAFI secures a minimum of 10 manufacturers, we can access a
discounted participation rate for our members.”

To find out more, info@engagetrade.africa or safi. marketing@furnituresa.org.za O


https://engagetrade.africa/
mailto:info%40engagetrade.africa?subject=
mailto:safi.marketing%40furnituresa.org.za?subject=

The importance of understanding the EU Deforestation Regulation

For South African furniture manufacturers looking to grow their businesses through
international trade, understanding export compliance is no longer optional — it is essential.
One of the most significant regulations affecting market access to the European Union (EU)
is the European Union Deforestation Regulation (EUDR), which came into force in June
2023. This regulation impacts all exporters of wood and wood-derived products, including
furniture, wishing to enter or remain in the EU market.

The EUDR forms part of the European Green Deal, which aims for climate neutrality by
2050. It targets deforestation linked to seven key commodities: cattle, soy, palm oil, coffee,
cocoa, rubber and wood. Products like furniture, paper and leather goods are included due to
their links to these commodities.

While the regulation directly applies to EU-based operators placing products on the market,
non-EU suppliers, including South African furniture manufacturers, play a vital role in
helping their EU clients comply. The regulation requires that products be:

1. Deforestation-free (no deforestation after 31 December 2020).

2. Legally produced under all local laws.

3. Accompanied by a due diligence statement verifying origin, legality and traceability.
Due diligence includes collecting geolocation data, assessing risk and taking action where
needed. Timber products must also be free from forest degradation.

The regulation includes a benchmarking system that classifies countries as low, standard
or high risk. Products from high-risk regions will be subject to more intensive scrutiny.
Penalties for non-compliance can include fines, seizure of goods or exclusion from EU public
procurement contracts.

On 16 July, SAFI, in partnership with the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and Ecosquare,
hosted an informative and highly practical webinar that gave members valuable insight
into the regulation’s impact and the steps needed for readiness. SAFI encourages all
members to participate in future webinars, as they offer a vital opportunity to stay
informed, review supply chains;invest in traceability and remain actively engaged with
evolving regulatory developments.

For South African furniture manufacturers, staying ahead of't
just about compliance - it is about maintaining competitiveness in a Shift:



https://green-forum.ec.europa.eu/nature-and-biodiversity/deforestation-regulation-implementation_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en

Post-show reports: industry participation & insights

Hotel & Hospitality Expo 2025

The Hotel & Hospitality Expo Africa 2025, held at the Cape Town International Conference
Centre (CTICC) from 11-12 June, is a key event on the continent’s hospitality calendar. With
4,389 visitors from 31 countries and 112 exhibiting companies, the show created strong
opportunities for local and international networking. Over 3,100 B2B matchmaking meetings
were facilitated, connecting suppliers with buyers and key industry players.

Visitors represented a broad spectrum of the hospitality and tourism value chain — from hotel
developers, interior designers and procurement agents, to property owners, restaurateurs and
government authorities. Notably, 68% of attendees were senior decision-makers, including
CEOs, directors, general managers and business owners, making the event an ideal platform
for serious business engagement.

The event provided valuable exposure for South African furniture on a global stage. SAFI
supported the organisers through a marketing agreement, promoted the expo to the industry
and encouraged member participation, helping to highlight the quality, innovation and
craftsmanship our sector has to offer. Participating members included:

eTruewood e Ukhuni e Leighjer e Bravo Brands Sleep Division e Classic Revivals

Bravo Brands Classic Revivals Truewood

“The Hotel and Hospitality Show is a good platform to showcase and promote your brands,”
said Arthur Masondo, Contracts Executive at Bravo Group Manufacture — Sleep Division,
one of the participants. “The turnout from hoteliers was well beyond our expectations. We
interacted with more decision-makers than we had anticipated. Overall, it was worth being
part of the show. We had decent exposure.” Masondo noted that while the position of their
stand could have been better, the event delivered on its promise of access and visibility.

Says Frits Reyneke, CEO of Truewood: “We attended the Hotel & Hospitality Expo in a
speculative capacity, curious to explore opportunities beyond our 13 retail stores. The
experience was eye-opening — we learned how to adapt our business to better serve the hotel
and hospitality sector, and realised the need for a specialised division dedicated to custom
manufacturing for this industry. We also met with several excellent suppliers and have already
begun building relationships that will no doubt add value in the future. It was an invaluable
opportunity for growth and insight.” O



https://www.thehotelshowafrica.com/
https://truewoodfurniture.co.za/?srsltid=AfmBOorXZTFDL3KAoNLOZePOL3alVxf8sFhPht5JVZG-Ioh8NjSClE5W
https://www.ukhuni.co.za/
https://www.leighjer.co.za/
https://bravobrands.com/
https://classicrevivals.co.za/

Decorex Cape Town
5-8 June 2025

Decorex Cape Town 2025 delivered four
days of innovation, inspiration and
industry connection at the CTICC. The
event drew 24,572 visitors (a 19% increase
from 2024) with trade attendance up by
30% underscoring the strong demand for
face-to-face engagement.

The show floor buzzed with new product
launches, trend-led displays and meaningful
networking. From fresh design talent to
established brands, every sector of the décor
and interiors industry was represented
creating a vibrant meeting point for ideas
and opportunity.

SAFI was delighted to draw attention to the
involvement of its members Casamento,
Fineline Wardrobe Solutions and Space
Save at this influential platform, promoting
their involvement through a marketing
partnership with the organisers and securing
a discounted participation rate.
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Decorex Joburg
31 July - 3 August 2025

Decorex Joburg 2025 transformed the
Sandton Convention Centre into a multi-
level design destination attracting 34,782
visitors (a 22% increase from 2024). Trade
attendance saw exceptional growth of 35%
signalling renewed confidence and the value
of in-person connections.

The five-level showcase brought together the
full design ecosystem, including local and
international brands, commercial innovators
and creative visionaries, in an atmosphere
that was alive with sourcing, collaboration
and idea sharing.

SAFI was pleased to see Karongwe Furniture
and Denic Cabinets exhibiting at the show,
providing a valuable opportunity to engage
directly with industry decision-makers.

Dipuo Phakathi from Denic Cabinets had
this to say about their participation: “Decorex
Johannesburg 2025 was more than an
exhibition for us — it was an opportunity to
bringdesigntolife. From our fully operational
kitchen in collaboration with Eiger Living,
to a luxury walk-in closet sponsored by the
National Empowerment Fund, we created
spaces visitors could touch, explore and
experience. The engagement, partnerships,
and interest we generated reaffirmed that
design isn’t just about aesthetics — it’s about
creating functional, beautiful spaces that
elevate everyday living.” O


https://www.decorex.co.za/cape-town/en-gb.html
https://www.casamento.co.za/
https://finelinesolutions.co.za/
https://www.spacesave.co.za/
https://www.spacesave.co.za/
https://www.decorex.co.za/joburg/en-gb.html
https://karongwefurniture.co.za/
https://www.denic-cabinets.co.za/

SAFI member focus

Stitching success: Auvergne's recipe for resilience and growth

Based in Johannesburg, has been producing
high-quality upholstered furniture for over 20 years. The
company specialises in contemporary designs for decorators,
retailers, and commercial clients, offering everything from
dining chairs, headboards and sleigh beds to chaises and
occasional chairs.

In recent years, South Africa’s furniture sector has been
under pressure from cheap imports. But instead of scaling
back, Auvergne Designs leaned into the challenge with a long-
term view focused on people and purpose. “For us, the rise
in imported furniture was a margin threat,” says Auvergne’s
Craig Thomson. “We needed a new strategy , one that focused
and utilised a larger labour force”

To do this, the company established a fully equipped, SETA-
accredited training facility, where young South Africans
receive practical, job-ready skills. “Skills development isn’t just
a tick-box for us,” explains Thomson. “It’s about empowering
the next generation and building a stronger local industry.”

Around 80% of Auvergne’s production is handmade, with
less than 20% mechanised. This labour-intensive approach
allows for greater employment, high production volumes,
and quality control, while remaining cost-competitive.
“Handmade doesn’t have to mean slow or expensive. For us,
it means considered, consistent and community-driven.”

The company’s people-first model has also begun attracting
international interest. “Buyers are looking for more than just
the lowest price. They want quality and they want a story —
and we have both.”

With support from the SAFI, Auvergne Designs is preparing
to expand its export footprint. SAFI’s mentorship and trade
initiatives have already helped the company ship furniture to
neighbouring countries and explore new markets.

“SAFT’s support has been key in helping us enter the export
space,” Thomson notes. “Their guidance has helped us sharpen
our operations and aim higher.”

At its core, Auvergne Designs is about more than just
furniture - it’s about jobs, skills and creating opportunity.
“Every handmade piece supports a livelihood. We're not just
building products. We're building futures.”

With growing demand and strong local roots, Auvergne
Designs is proving that South African manufacturers can
compete globally — by investing in people first. O


https://www.facebook.com/AuvergneDesigns/?_rdc=2&_rdr#

CONTACT US

SA F I SOUTH AFRICAN
FURNITURE INITIATIVE

fHONinEXgo

www.southafricanfurnitureinitiative.co.za

P O Box 1529, Sanlamhof 7532, Cape Town, 7532
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