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Integrated Formative Assessment: 
The skills development provider will use the curriculum to guide them on the stipulated internal assessment criteria and weighting. They will also apply the scope of practical skills and applied knowledge as stipulated by the internal assessment criteria. This formative assessment leads to entrance into the integrated external summative assessment. 

Integrated Summative Assessment: 
An external integrated summative assessment, conducted through the relevant QCTO Assessment Quality partner is required for the issuing of this qualification. The external integrated summative assessment will focus on the exit level outcomes and associated assessment criteria. The external assessment model requires that the external assessment will be conducted through a combination of a written assessment and practical task at an accredited trade test centre. The written examination will be concluded at an accredited trade test centre and marked by registered assessors. Practical tasks will also be assessed by registered assessors. The combination of the written and practical assessment will be conducted over a period of two working days.
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[bookmark: _Toc196146192]Facilitator Briefing
Topic
KM-06-KT01 – Properties and Characteristics of Fabrics, Leather and Other Raw Materials
Assessment Type
Integrated Formative Assessment using a variety of instruments
IAC Covered
IAC0101 to IAC0117
Weighting
15%
Duration
90 minutes
Facilitator Notes
- Evaluates learner ability to identify, test, and handle upholstery materials.
- Use MCQs, matching, and case study to assess theoretical understanding.
- Observation may be added for practical demonstration if required.
Assessment Administration
- Provide quiet environment.
- Allow visual aids if aligned with your institution’s policy.
- Support literacy where necessary without leading answers.
Marking Guidance
- Accept variations where concept is correct.
- Short answers should show clarity, logic, and reasoning.
- Ensure alignment with model answers but allow flexibility.
Post-Assessment
- Give feedback to learners.
- Identify knowledge gaps.
- Reinforce good handling and storage practice.


Assessment Instruments Used
Multiple-choice questions (MCQs)
Short-answer written questions
Matching exercise
Case study analysis
Practical observation checklist (optional)

[bookmark: _Toc196146193]Section A: Multiple Choice
Choose the correct answer from the options provided. Circle only ONE option.
1. Which test is used to distinguish between synthetic and natural fibres based on how they burn?
a) Martindale test  
b) Shrinkage test  
c) Burn test  
d) Tensile test


2. Which of the following is a synthetic fabric commonly used in advanced upholstery?
a) Wool  
b) Polyester  
c) Cotton  
d) Linen

3. A fabric made by interlacing warp and weft threads is classified as
a) Knitted  
b) Bonded  
c) Laminated  
d) Woven

4. Why is the colour fastness test important for upholstery fabrics?
a) To test for fire safety  
b) To ensure accurate width measurement  
c) To prevent fading over time  
d) To assess stretch recovery

5. A correct fabric label should include:
a) The worker's name  
b) The project price  
c) Cloth number, metres, and cut number  
d) Brand of scissors used

[bookmark: _Toc196146194]Section B: Short-Answer Questions
Write your answers clearly and in full sentences.
6. Describe THREE key properties of upholstery fabrics that affect comfort and performance.
7. Identify TWO common fabric faults and explain how each can affect the end product.
8. What is 'batching' in fabric production, and why is it important to avoid using mismatched batches?
9. Why is fabric and leather quality important in the upholstery manufacturing process?
10. A batch of leather hides has developed mould spots in storage. What would be your immediate action, and how could this have been prevented?


[bookmark: _Toc196146195]Section C: Matching Exercise
Match the handling or storage requirement in Column A with its correct explanation in Column B.
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	Column A:
	Column B:

	A. Handle checks and stripes with care
	1. Prevents fading due to light exposure

	B. Store leather flat or on hangers
	2. Ensures pattern alignment during cutting

	C. Control humidity and temperature
	3. Reduces risk of creases and cracks

	D. Use UV-filter curtains in storage
	4. Prevents mildew and deterioration

	E. Train workers on lifting techniques
	5. Reduces risk of back injury during manual handling




Answers: A–__, B–__, C–__, D–__, E–__

[bookmark: _Toc196146196]Section D: Case Study Analysis
Read the case and answer the questions.
Scenario:
A furniture workshop receives a shipment of upholstery fabric rolls. Upon inspection, the supervisor notices that two of the rolls have more than the allowable number of flaws and are not labelled correctly. Later in the storeroom, several rolls are found to be stored directly on the floor, with some showing signs of shrinkage and edge damage.

11. What should be done if a fabric roll has more tags than the allowed number of flaws?
12. Explain TWO correct storage practices that could have prevented the fabric shrinkage and edge damage.
13. Identify TWO storage-related problems in the case study and suggest how to avoid them.


[bookmark: _Toc196146198]Assessment Rubric Summary
	Criteria
	Not Yet Competent
	Competent
	Highly Competent

	Identifies fabrics and leathers correctly
	Inaccurate
	Mostly accurate
	Fully accurate

	Describes properties, flaws, and tags
	Basic or incomplete
	Clear and accurate
	Detailed and reasoned

	Explains handling and storage practices
	Vague or incorrect
	Logical explanations
	Proactive and preventative

	Applies knowledge in scenario-based reasoning
	Lacks application
	Applied appropriately
	Well-reasoned and reflective




[bookmark: _Toc196146199]Practical Observation Checklist (Optional)
This checklist may be used during a simulated activity or live demonstration where learners are required to handle, inspect, and label fabrics and leather appropriately.
	Task Description
	Competent (✔)
	Not Yet Competent (✘)

	Correctly performs a burn test to distinguish fabric type (IAC0101)
	
	

	Visually identifies fabric flaws and explains implications (IAC0105)
	
	

	Explains the purpose of fabric labelling and interprets a sample label (IAC0110)
	
	

	Demonstrates correct manual handling of checked/striped fabric (IAC0113)
	
	

	Explains appropriate storage orientation for leather and fabric (IAC0114)
	
	

	Identifies a storage-related problem and recommends a solution (IAC0116)
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Instructions: Please write your answers clearly in the space provided.
	Name
	

	Date
	

	Assessor
	



	Question 6:


	

	

	



	Question 7:


	

	

	



	Question 8:


	

	

	



	Question 9:


	

	

	



	Question 10:


	

	

	



	Question 11:


	

	

	



	Question 12:


	

	

	



	Question 13:
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Internal Assessment Criteria Covered:
- IAC0201: Understanding the sample, marker, work instructions, standard operating procedures and production programme, lay plan
- IAC0202: Cutting lay options and how to determine cost effective resources use
Assessment Instruments Used
• Matching exercise
• Scenario-based short-answer questions
• Lay plan interpretation task
• Critical reflection question
[bookmark: _Toc196146203]Section A: Matching – Concepts and Definitions
Instructions: Match each concept in Column A with its correct description in Column B.
	Column A
	Column B

	A. Marker
	1. Written guidance on how many units to cut, what materials to use, and delivery dates

	B. Standard Operating Procedure (SOP)
	2. A document showing the placement of templates on fabric

	C. Work instructions
	3. Diagram indicating where flaws, folds, and cut lines fall on the fabric

	D. Lay plan
	4. Set of fixed steps for performing tasks correctly and safely

	E. Production programme
	5. Instructions for handling, preparing, and cutting components



Answers: A – ____, B – ____, C – ____, D – ____, E – ____



[bookmark: _Toc196146204]Section B: Scenario-Based Application
Scenario:
You are preparing a cutting lay for a batch of 25 upholstered dining chairs...
1. What document would help you decide how many components to cut and how to position your templates?
2. Why is it important to refer to the standard operating procedure before beginning the lay-up process?
3. Which cutting lay option (single or multi-lay) would be most cost-effective in this scenario, and why?
4. How would you manage the minor flaws on the selvage edge to minimise fabric waste?

[bookmark: _Toc196146205]Section C: Lay Plan Interpretation Task
1. How many full-sized components can be cut in this lay?
2. Is the grain line correctly aligned for each piece?
3. Where is the flaw marked, and how is it accounted for in the layout?
4. Suggest one improvement that would reduce fabric wastage in this plan.

[bookmark: _Toc196146206]Section D: Reflective Question
5. Why is it important to consider both cost-efficiency and visual quality when selecting a cutting lay option in upholstery production?


[bookmark: _Toc196146208]Assessment Rubric Summary

	Criteria
	Not Yet Competent
	Competent
	Highly Competent

	Understands and uses lay planning tools
	Limited or incorrect identification
	Correctly identifies and applies
	Accurately applies with insight

	Chooses cost-effective lay options
	Choice not justified or inefficient
	Sound decision with basic reasoning
	Well-justified choice with optimisation

	Applies SOPs and work instructions
	Minimal reference or misunderstanding
	References SOPs appropriately
	Integrates SOPs into workflow decisions

	Identifies ways to reduce fabric waste
	Vague or impractical suggestions
	Practical suggestions offered
	Efficient, creative solutions proposed
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[bookmark: _Toc195953427]📝 Integrated Formative Assessment – KM-06-KT03: Laying Up Principles
SAQA ID: 103199 – Furniture Upholsterer
NQF Level: 3
Weight: 15%
Internal Assessment Criteria:
· IAC0301: The application and importance of inter-marking principles are analysed with reference to the effect on production efficiency
· IAC0302: Principles of shrinkage, tension, crease free, and ply movement are analysed in terms of lay efficiency and quality
· IAC0303: Aspects having an effect on the quality and efficiency of the lay such as types, sizes, and styles specifications are analysed and described
· IAC0304: The effect of fabric type and colour on the lay is analysed and solutions are offered

🧩 Assessment Instruments Used
· Short-answer written response
· Case study analysis
· Visual analysis (facilitator provides diagrams or photos)
· Matching and classification task
· Reflective justification

📋 Assessment Activities

Section A: Matching Task (IAC0303)
Instructions: Match the lay aspect in Column A with its correct influence on lay efficiency in Column B.
	Column A
	Column B

	A. Oversized components
	1. Increases complexity; requires additional join allowances

	B. Patterned fabric
	2. Affects grain alignment and fabric orientation

	C. Tufted style specification
	3. Requires more fabric and additional lay planning for seam strength

	D. Mixed sizes in a batch
	4. Offers opportunities for inter-marking and better fabric use


Write your answers:
A – ____, B – ____, C – ____, D – ____

Section B: Case Study Analysis (IAC0301 & IAC0304)
Scenario:
A production team is preparing to cut a batch of cushions for a modular sofa. The fabric is a textured linen blend, and rolls from two different dye lots have been delivered. The supervisor instructs the team to apply inter-marking principles and avoid shade mismatches. The layout must also accommodate curves and tufting.
Questions:
1. How can the team use inter-marking to reduce fabric waste in this production?
2. What steps should be taken to manage the shade variation between the two fabric batches?
3. What would be the risks of cutting components for a single cushion from both dye lots?
4. Suggest one improvement to ensure consistency in pattern alignment across tufted panels.

Section C: Visual Analysis (Facilitator to Provide Diagram or Image)
Instructions: Review the provided lay diagram showing fabric laid under tension, with creases near the selvage edge. (IAC0302)
Questions:
1. Identify two problems in the lay shown.
2. Explain how each problem could affect the quality of the cut components.
3. Recommend a solution to improve the tension or crease issue.
4. What ply movement risks might exist if this lay were part of a multi-lay setup?

Section D: Reflective Justification (IAC0301 and IAC0302)
Instructions: In 4–6 sentences, explain the relationship between inter-marking, fabric tension, and lay efficiency. Include at least one example from your own experience (real or simulated) that demonstrates good or poor application of these principles.
[bookmark: _Toc195953428]👩‍🏫 Facilitator Briefing
Module: KM-06-KT03 – Laying Up Principles
Assessment Type: Integrated Formative Assessment
Weighting: 15%
Duration: 60–90 minutes
Internal Assessment Criteria:
· IAC0301: Inter-marking principles and their effect on production efficiency
· IAC0302: Shrinkage, tension, crease-free handling, and ply movement in relation to lay efficiency and quality
· IAC0303: Aspects affecting the quality and efficiency of the lay, such as types, sizes, and style specifications
· IAC0304: Effect of fabric type and colour on the lay, with solutions offered

🧾 Facilitator Notes
· This assessment evaluates both theoretical understanding and real-world application of lay-up principles in upholstery production.
· Tasks include matching definitions, analysing a case study, interpreting visuals, and reflecting on practical experience.

📝 Assessment Preparation
· Prepare a visual diagram for Section C (showing tension or creasing issues).
· Provide colour-coded fabric samples or photographs if possible.
· Ensure learners have reviewed all seven KT0301–KT0307 topics before attempting the assessment.

✅ Marking Guidelines
· Accept well-reasoned alternative answers where applicable.
· Emphasise clarity, logic, and awareness of production implications in all reflective and case-based responses.
· Refer to the rubric for consistency and moderation readiness.




📊 Assessment Rubric Summary
	Criteria
	Not Yet Competent
	Competent
	Highly Competent

	Interprets lay-related specifications
	Misunderstood
	Correctly identifies and applies
	Applies and adapts based on context

	Understands technical fabric behaviour
	Vague or incorrect
	Describes accurately
	Analyses implications and offers solutions

	Reflects on efficiency and quality factors
	Minimal insight
	Connects ideas logically
	Demonstrates critical thinking and insight

	Applies inter-marking and fabric control
	Inconsistent
	Follows best practices
	Improves outcomes through optimisation
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[bookmark: _Toc196146211]Facilitator Briefing
Assessment Type: Integrated Formative Assessment
Duration: Approximately 90 minutes
Assessment Objectives
- Accurately interpret the work ticket, marker, and production documents (IAC0401)
- Understand samples, work instructions, SOPs, production programmes, and lay plans (IAC0402)
- Identify work targets and interpret special instructions (IAC0403)
- Justify the importance of a hazard-free work area (IAC0404)
Assessment Instruments
- Document interpretation
- Case study analysis
- Workplace hazard and target scenario
- Reflective justification paragraph
Facilitator Instructions
1. Prepare sample work tickets and marker layouts for learners to use.
2. Ensure learners are familiar with SOPs and work instruction formats.
3. Clarify expectations before learners begin each section.
4. Review reflective responses for insights on learner safety awareness.
Post-Assessment
- Debrief learners and discuss the importance of alignment between documents.
- Follow up with a practical observation activity.
- Reinforce safe and systematic lay preparation procedures.


[bookmark: _Toc196146212]Integrated Formative Assessment 

Internal Assessment Criteria:
• IAC0401 – Work ticket interpretation
• IAC0402 – Document and SOP integration
• IAC0403 – Work targets and special instructions
• IAC0404 – Hazard awareness and safety justification

Section A: Document Interpretation – Work ticket and marker
Use a sample work ticket and marker to answer the following:
1. Identify the job number and product type listed on the work ticket.
2. How many components must be cut according to the ticket?
3. What cutting method is indicated?
4. According to the marker, how should the grain direction be aligned?
5. What is your responsibility in ensuring the lay plan is followed correctly?

Section B: Case Study Analysis – Production Workflow Interpretation
Read the case study provided and answer the following questions:
1. What key document was not correctly followed in this situation?
2. What should the team member have checked before laying up the fabric?
3. Why was a single-lay necessary in this case?
4. What are the risks of misinterpreting the production programme or cut sheet?

Section C: Workplace Scenario – Work Targets and Hazards
1. What is the specific work target in this scenario?
2. Identify TWO hazards present in the work area.
3. Why should the learner not proceed before addressing these hazards?
4. What steps can the learner take to meet work targets without compromising safety?


Section D: Reflective Paragraph
Describe how interpreting the work ticket, marker, and SOPs before starting a job helps prevent errors and supports both efficiency and safety. Include at least one example based on your training or workplace observation.


[bookmark: _Toc196146214]Assessment Rubric Summary

	Criteria
	Not Yet Competent
	Competent
	Highly Competent

	Work ticket and document interpretation
	Information misunderstood
	Correctly interpreted
	Integrates across documents

	SOP and lay plan adherence
	Misses procedural steps
	Follows instructions
	Applies with initiative and precision

	Work targets and special instruction handling
	Vague or missed
	Identified and understood
	Prioritised and aligned with plan

	Awareness of workplace hazards
	Overlooked or dismissed
	Recognised and addressed
	Preventative action and safety-first mindset
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[bookmark: _Toc196146216]Facilitator Briefing 

This assessment covers the full range of laying-up procedures, including table preparation, fabric handling, securing the lay, end cutting, terminology, and measurement practices. It ensures learners understand and can apply essential upholstery lay-up principles.
Internal Assessment Criteria:
• IAC0501 – Table preparation
• IAC0502 – Building and quality of lay
• IAC0503 – Methods of securing the lay
• IAC0504 – Reasoning for securing methods
• IAC0505 – End cutting techniques
• IAC0506 – Folding procedures and quality
• IAC0507 – Terminology use and definitions
• IAC0508 – Metric system in laying-up
Assessment Instruments Used:
- Matching task
- Scenario questions
- Reflective short-answer
- Measurement and terminology reasoning


[bookmark: _Toc196146217]Integrated Formative Assessment

[bookmark: _Toc196146218]Section A: Matching – Terminology
Match the terms to their correct definitions.

	Column A
	Column B

	A. Splice
	1. Extra fabric left at end of roll

	B. Bowing
	2. Small cut-off outside the marker

	C. Off-cut
	3. Curved fabric due to grain distortion

	D. End-bit
	4. Join to replace flawed fabric section



Answers: A – ____, B – ____, C – ____, D – ____

[bookmark: _Toc196146219]Section B: Scenario-Based Questions
Scenario: 15 plies of cotton laid up with misaligned grain and unmarked faults.

1. Identify 2 faults in preparation.
2. What is the quality impact of misaligned tension?
3. List 2 lay securing methods.
4. Why inspect each ply?
5. Why allow fabric to settle before cutting?

[bookmark: _Toc196146220]Section C: End Cutting and Folding
1. Describe two end cutting methods.
2. What happens if folding is done incorrectly?
3. How does folding affect flaw visibility?

[bookmark: _Toc196146221]Section D: Reflection on Metric System Use
1. Give an example of using the metric system during lay-up.
2. Why is accuracy important?
3. What measurement tools are used?


[bookmark: _Toc196146223]Assessment Rubric Summary

	Criteria
	Not Yet Competent
	Competent
	Highly Competent

	Lay table preparation
	Misses key steps
	Describes clearly
	Applies with quality insight

	Lay-up faults and handling
	General
	Relevant and specific
	Applied with problem-solving

	Terminology and accuracy
	Incorrect
	Accurate
	Precisely applied in context

	End cutting and folding
	Vague
	Reasoned
	Technically correct with examples

	Metric use and measurement
	Unclear
	Functional
	Accurate and contextually applied
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[bookmark: _Toc196146225]Facilitator Briefing
This integrated formative assessment evaluates learners’ understanding of quality considerations in fabric lay-up for upholstery production. It assesses the learner's ability to identify factors that impact lay quality, apply allowance and length specifications, perform visual inspections, and understand the relationship between marker usage, shading, and product aesthetics.
Internal Assessment Criteria:
• IAC0601 – Identification of lay quality factors and description of correct procedures
• IAC0602 – Importance of visual inspection for defect detection
• IAC0603 – Definition and reasoning of laying-up allowance
• IAC0604 – Application of specified length
• IAC0605 – Understanding marker requirements
• IAC0606 – Significance of shading in final product quality
Assessment Instruments Used:
- Matching and classification
- Scenario-based analysis
- Written reflection
- Quality control and visual planning tasks


[bookmark: _Toc196146226]Integrated Formative Assessment

[bookmark: _Toc196146227]Section A: Matching Activity – Lay-Up Factors
Instructions: Match each factor with the correct quality issue or consideration.

A. End-allowance
B. Edge alignment
C. Fabric tension
D. Direction of fabric
E. Checks and stripes

1. Used to accommodate directional pile and light reflection
2. Grain lines are preserved and shapes are symmetrical
3. Ensures visible motifs align across joined panels
4. Must be sufficient to avoid cut-off or fraying at start and end
5. Overstretching may lead to contraction and misfit after cutting
Answers: A–____, B–____, C–____, D–____, E–____

[bookmark: _Toc196146228]Section B: Scenario-Based Questions
Scenario: A team lays up patterned velvet for a lounge suite. The fabric has nap and a 50 cm vertical repeat. No visual inspection is done. During cutting, nap direction and motifs are misaligned, creating shading and a two-tone appearance.
Questions:
1. Which lay-up factors were not properly managed in this scenario?
2. How would visual inspection have prevented this shading issue?
3. What is the role of pattern repeat in preventing distortion or mismatch?
4. What corrective action would you suggest to avoid this issue in future batches?

[bookmark: _Toc196146229]Section C: Written Exercise – Allowance, Marker, and Length Application
1. Define laying-up allowance and explain why it is important when cutting patterned fabrics.
2. Describe how specified fabric length should be applied during marker alignment.
3. Justify why understanding the marker layout is essential before template placement begins.


[bookmark: _Toc196146231]Assessment Rubric Summary

	Criteria
	Not Yet Competent
	Competent
	Highly Competent

	Lay quality factors and procedures
	Vague or incomplete
	Clear and relevant
	Well-applied with context

	Visual inspection procedures
	Limited understanding
	Reasoned and justified
	Proactive and quality-focused

	Laying-up allowance and marker application
	Unclear or inaccurate
	Accurate and functional
	Integrated into quality planning

	Shading and direction awareness
	Missed or misunderstood
	Recognised and described
	Linked to aesthetics and consistency




image1.png
South African
Furniture Initiative




image2.png
Fibre Processing & Manufacturing Sector Education and Training Authority




