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Integrated Formative Assessment: 
The skills development provider will use the curriculum to guide them on the stipulated internal assessment criteria and weighting. They will also apply the scope of practical skills and applied knowledge as stipulated by the internal assessment criteria. This formative assessment leads to entrance into the integrated external summative assessment. 

Integrated Summative Assessment: 
An external integrated summative assessment, conducted through the relevant QCTO Assessment Quality partner is required for the issuing of this qualification. The external integrated summative assessment will focus on the exit level outcomes and associated assessment criteria. The external assessment model requires that the external assessment will be conducted through a combination of a written assessment and practical task at an accredited trade test centre. The written examination will be concluded at an accredited trade test centre and marked by registered assessors. Practical tasks will also be assessed by registered assessors. The combination of the written and practical assessment will be conducted over a period of two working days.
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[bookmark: _Toc196229599]Facilitator Assessment Briefing

Purpose of the Assessment
This integrated formative assessment enables the facilitator to evaluate learners’ theoretical understanding and applied competence in relation to the terminology, types, applications, and specification interpretation of deep and diamond buttoning techniques. The assessment instruments are designed to test cognitive recall, interpretation of instructions, and practical execution aligned to industry standards.
Assessment Criteria Covered
IAC0101: Deep buttoning and diamond buttoning specification is correctly interpreted in terms of sample; material type; button type; button size
IAC0102: Functions and applications of deep buttoning such as armchair or settees, headboards, box pouffes, office or reception seating are discussed

Assessment Instruments and Strategy
Section A – Short Answer Questions (written): Recall of terminology and concepts
Section B – Observation Checklist (practical): Application of specification
Section C – Case Study and Open Questions (written): Functional application and judgement

Preparation for the Assessment
Samples of deep and diamond buttoning patterns
Specification sheets for marking exercises
Correct tools and materials (button templates, various fabrics, buttons)
Copies of the marking memo and rubrics
Clean and organised assessment space for practicals




Instructions to the Learner
Read all instructions carefully before beginning each section.
You will be assessed on your understanding, ability to interpret specifications, and your capacity to apply knowledge in a practical scenario.
Participate in both written and practical components. Marks are awarded for accuracy, completeness, and ability to reason.

Assessment Conditions
Assessment is open-book for the practical task to simulate real-world referencing of specifications.
Learners must work individually unless otherwise stated.
Practical assessments must be completed in a simulated or workshop environment.
Assessment must be supervised and conducted in accordance with the QCTO’s Assessment Policy and NQF Level 3 Descriptor Guidelines.

Post-Assessment Activities
Provide each learner with constructive feedback.
Use the rubric to guide remediation discussions for any criteria not met.
Record all scores in the internal assessment record.
Prepare learners for further skill refinement in KT02–KT05.



[bookmark: _Toc196229600]Integrated Assessment

[bookmark: _Toc196229601]Section A: Short Answer Questions (20 Marks)
Define the following upholstery terms (5 × 2 = 10 marks): Deep Buttoning, Diamond Buttoning, Tufting, Pleat, Button Template
List three specification elements that must be verified before executing a deep buttoning design. (3 marks)
Name four furniture items where deep buttoning is commonly applied. (4 marks)
What is the function of “dished foam” in deep buttoning? (3 marks)

[bookmark: _Toc196229602]Section B: Practical Task (40 Marks)
Scenario: You have been given a product brief and visual sample for a deep diamond-buttoned backrest for a boutique lounge chair. Specification includes: 120 mm button spacing, 38 mm fabric-covered buttons, button depth of 20 mm, and polyester velvet fabric.
Task Instructions: Interpret the sample and specification, select correct materials, mark layout, record your interpretation, present for feedback.
Assessor Checklist includes correct layout, button size, fabric selection, spacing and depth accuracy. (8 × 5 = 40 marks)

[bookmark: _Toc196229603]Section C: Case Study with Open Response (20 Marks)
Scenario: Boutique hotel upholstery project. Use case study to answer:
2 functional advantages of deep buttoning for headboards (4 marks)
2 reasons biscuit buttoning is more appropriate for footstools (4 marks)
Evaluate synthetic suede for use in dusty environment (6 marks)
2 quality control checks to ensure consistency (6 marks)



🧮 Marking Memo
	Section
	Marks Allocated
	Weight

	A – Short Answer
	20 marks
	25%

	B – Practical Task
	40 marks
	50%

	C – Case Study
	20 marks
	25%

	Total
	80 marks
	100%



🧰 Assessment Rubric Summary
	Criteria
	Excellent (5)
	Competent (3)
	Needs Support (1)

	Terminology usage
	Full understanding
	Adequate clarity
	Misunderstood terms

	Specification interpretation
	Accurate and thorough
	Mostly correct
	Misinterpreted

	Material selection
	Fully correct
	One error
	Multiple errors

	Button layout plan
	Precise and aligned
	Acceptable
	Inconsistent

	Functional analysis (case study)
	Insightful
	Basic
	Lacks depth
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[bookmark: _Toc196229605]Facilitator Assessment Briefing
Purpose of the Assessment
The purpose of this assessment is to evaluate the learner’s competence in preparing for upholstery buttoning processes by interpreting specifications, calculating allowances, constructing appropriate templates, and developing accurate cutting and lay plans. These tasks are essential preparatory steps before executing deep, box, or square buttoning on seat backs, arms, and bases. This assessment also checks for understanding of foam preparation techniques specific to deep diamond buttoning.
Assessment Criteria Covered
- IAC0201: Interpret specifications, calculate allowances and draw up cutting and lay plans for square, diamond and box patterns and button covers and base covers
- IAC0202: Describe the types of templates that need to be constructed for box, square and deep diamond buttoned seat backs, arms and seats
- IAC0203: Explain the sequence in which the diamond dimension of the template is transferred to the foam, and the correct allowance around the frame
- IAC0204: Describe the various ways in which the foam can be prepared for diamond buttoning
Assessment Instruments and Strategy
Section A: Written short answer questions – Test knowledge of template types, cutting plan elements, and foam techniques
Section B: Practical task and observation – Evaluate ability to draw cutting plans and construct marking templates
Section C: Case study with applied responses – Assess problem-solving, sequencing, and process validation in real-world context
Assessment Preparation
Prepare drawing paper, template-making materials, client specifications, foam and fabric samples, button templates, observation checklists, and rubrics.




Instructions to the Learner
Follow all instructions carefully. Label all diagrams clearly. Practical work must be neat and correctly scaled. Submit written and drawn tasks together with your labelled templates. Participate in oral discussion or demonstration where required.
Post-Assessment Activities
Review learner performance using the rubric. Provide group and individual feedback. Reinforce learning through tutorials. File assessments as part of the learner PoE. Prepare learners for KT03.

[bookmark: _Toc196229606]Integrated Assessment

[bookmark: _Toc196229607]Section A: Written Task – Short Answer and Terminology Application (20 Marks)
1. List three key elements that must be included in a cutting and lay plan for square or diamond buttoning patterns.
2. Describe the purpose of a pleating guide template when preparing for deep diamond buttoning.
3. Explain why it is important to calculate fabric allowances before cutting upholstery materials.
4. List two types of templates that would be used for a box-buttoned seat base and describe their specific use.
5. What is the correct sequence when transferring a diamond buttoning layout onto foam?
6. Name and briefly describe three different techniques for preparing foam for diamond buttoning.

[bookmark: _Toc196229608]Section B: Practical Task – Draw, Mark, and Plan (30 Marks)
Scenario: You are preparing materials for a new reception bench that features a square buttoned seat and a deep diamond buttoned backrest. The client has specified: 100 mm spacing between buttons, 20 mm deep buttoning for the backrest, 25 mm fabric allowance on all sides, and fabric with a vertical nap.

[bookmark: _Toc196229609]Section C: Case Study with Structured Response (20 Marks)
Case Study: Your workshop has received a commission to upholster six identical luxury armchairs. The seat backs will use deep diamond buttoning. A junior team member proposes using the same flat foam technique for all chair components, including the backrests.



🧮 Mark Allocation
	Section
	Marks
	Weighting

	A – Written Task
	20 marks
	25%

	B – Practical Task
	30 marks
	37.5%

	C – Case Study
	20 marks
	25%

	Total
	70 marks
	100%





Assessment Rubric Overview
	Criteria
	Excellent (5)
	Competent (3)
	Needs Support (1)

	Interpretation of specifications
	Full understanding and correct layout
	Mostly correct with minor gaps
	Misunderstood or omitted key parts

	Template construction
	Accurate, labelled, and neat
	Functional but lacks clarity
	Incomplete or unclear

	Fabric allowance and nap direction
	Fully integrated and justified
	Present but lacks clarity
	Missing or incorrect

	Practical accuracy
	Clean and measured output
	Minor issues in symmetry or marks
	Layout flawed or misaligned

	Application of foam preparation
	Appropriate method selected
	General awareness
	Inappropriate or unknown method




[bookmark: _Toc196229610]Assessment Rubric Overview
Criteria: Interpretation of specifications, Template construction, Fabric allowance and nap direction, Practical accuracy, Application of foam preparation

[bookmark: _Toc196229611]Observation Checklist
KM-10-KT02: Preparation for Buttoning and Deep Buttoning Processes
NQF Level 3 | Weight: 10%
	Assessment Criteria / Task
	Observed (✓)
	Comments / Evidence

	Correct interpretation of buttoning specifications (spacing, button type, fabric, depth)
	
	

	Cutting and lay plan includes accurate seam allowances and nap direction
	
	

	Appropriate buttoning pattern (square, diamond, box) is selected for the component
	
	

	Marking template includes centreline, spacing, and pleating points
	
	

	Template is labelled and cut to correct scale and dimensions
	
	

	Sequence of transferring diamond layout to foam is followed correctly
	
	

	Foam shaping method is suitable (e.g. dishing, contouring, sculpting)
	
	

	Fabric orientation and allowance markings are correctly indicated
	
	

	Learner demonstrates understanding when explaining the template or lay plan
	
	

	Work area is organised and tools are used safely and correctly
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[bookmark: _Toc196229613]Facilitator Briefing
Purpose of the Assessment
This integrated assessment evaluates the learner’s theoretical knowledge and practical ability to distinguish between buttoning types (diamond, square, box, deep diamond) and demonstrate appropriate knotting methods used in deep buttoning. The assessment focuses on visual analysis, technical vocabulary, precision in planning, and physical execution using templates, foam, and buttoning materials.
Internal Assessment Criteria Covered
- IAC0301: Identify and explain the difference between diamond, square, box, and deep diamond buttoning and tufting
- IAC0302: Identify the types of knots used when deep buttoning, and explain the reasons for using different knots
Assessment Instruments Used
Section A: Written recall, diagrams, and definitions (Individual written task)
Section B: Practical demonstration of buttoning layout and knot-tying (Portfolio and observation checklist)
Section C: Case study application and comparative reasoning (Structured written response)
Assessment Preparation for the Facilitator
Prepare foam panels, buttoning templates, fabric offcuts, loop-back buttons, twine, knotting tools, drawing materials, model answers, observation checklist, and rubric.
Instructions to the Learner
Read all instructions carefully. Label all diagrams. Demonstrate buttoning layouts and tie correct knots. Complete the written case study with clear justification.
Post-Assessment Activities
Provide feedback using the rubric. Discuss common errors. Reinforce good practice. Remediate as needed. File evidence in the PoE.


[bookmark: _Toc196044017][bookmark: _Toc196229614]Integrated Assessment for KM-10-KT03: Buttoning and Deep Buttoning Principles and Methods

NQF Level 3 | Part of 5 Credits for KM-10 | Weight: 35%

Section A: Short Answer and Diagram-Based Questions
Assessment Method: Individual Written Task
Total: 30 Marks
1. Define the following buttoning types:
a) Diamond
b) Square
c) Box
d) Deep Diamond
(8 marks – 2 marks each)
2. Describe two visual or structural differences between square and deep diamond buttoning. (4 marks)
3. Match each upholstery application to the most suitable buttoning type: (4 marks)
	Application
	Buttoning Type Options

	Headboard in luxury suite
	

	Contemporary reception bench
	

	Chesterfield-style sofa
	

	Pouffe or soft cube seat
	


4. Draw a simple sketch (top view) of a button layout for:
a) Square buttoning
b) Diamond buttoning
(6 marks – 3 marks each for accurate layout, symmetry, and labelling)
5. Name three types of knots used in deep buttoning and explain the purpose of each. (6 marks – 2 marks per knot with purpose)
· Knot 1:
· Knot 2:
· Knot 3:



Section B: Practical Task – Buttoning Pattern Demonstration
Assessment Method: Observation Checklist and Portfolio Evidence
Total: 40 Marks
Instructions:
Using foam panels, fabric swatches, and marking tools, complete the following:
1. Mark out a diamond buttoning layout with accurate spacing and centring. (10 marks)
2. Prepare a square buttoning template, showing correct button spacing and seam allowance. (10 marks)
3. Using provided twine or thread, demonstrate the tying of two different knots suitable for deep buttoning. Indicate which applications each knot is suitable for. (10 marks)
4. Complete a comparative worksheet identifying key differences between all four buttoning types in terms of layout, foam, pleating, and appearance. (10 marks)

📘 Section C: Case Study and Structured Response
Assessment Method: Applied Understanding and Critical Thinking
Total: 30 Marks
Case Study:
You have received an order to upholster three different items: a luxury guest suite headboard, a reception ottoman, and a signature Chesterfield-style sofa. The client wants "tufted buttoning" on each but has not specified the style.
Questions:
1. For each item, recommend the most appropriate buttoning style. Justify your recommendation based on material, foam depth, visual style, and use context. (12 marks – 4 marks per item)
2. Explain how your approach to foam preparation and pleat control would differ between square and deep diamond buttoning. (8 marks)
3. Discuss two key reasons why using an incorrect knot could compromise the structural integrity of the upholstery. (4 marks)
4. Suggest two quality control measures you would implement during the buttoning process to ensure visual consistency. (6 marks)




Mark Allocation and Weighting
	Section
	Marks
	Weighting

	A – Written Task
	30 marks
	30%

	B – Practical Task
	40 marks
	40%

	C – Case Study
	30 marks
	30%

	Total
	100 marks
	100%




Assessment Rubric Summary
	Criteria
	Excellent (5)
	Competent (3)
	Needs Support (1)

	Buttoning definitions
	Accurate, clearly explained
	Mostly accurate
	Incomplete or vague

	Layout planning and marking
	Precise and symmetrical
	Generally correct
	Misaligned or inconsistent

	Knot demonstration and identification
	Accurate and applicable
	Understandable but unclear
	Incorrect or inappropriate knots

	Case study application and reasoning
	Thoughtful and well-justified
	Satisfactory
	Poor alignment to brief






[bookmark: _Toc196229615]KM-10-KT04: Raw materials and equipment used in various types of buttoning (25%)

[bookmark: _Toc196044026][bookmark: _Toc196229616]Integrated Assessment for KM-10-KT04: Raw Materials and Equipment Used in Various Types of Buttoning

NQF Level 3 | Part of 5 Credits for KM-10 | Weight: 25%

Section A: Short Answer and Identification Tasks
Assessment Method: Individual Written Task
Total: 25 Marks
1. Match the item to its function: (5 marks – 1 mark each)
	Item
	Function Options

	Curved Needle
	

	Button Press
	

	Twine (Waxed)
	

	Loop-Back Button
	

	Drill
	


2. Label the diagram: (5 marks)
· Learners receive a printed diagram of a manual button press
· Label the following: base plate, upper die, lower die, handle, die retainer
3. Explain the relationship between the upper die, lower die, and button parts during pressing. (5 marks)
4. List four types of button backs and briefly describe how each is attached. (4 marks)
5. State three reasons why correct material selection is important when producing buttoned upholstery. (3 marks)
6. Identify three safety or maintenance tips for using the button press. (3 marks)

Section B: Practical Task – Tool Recognition and Button Press Demonstration
Assessment Method: Observation Checklist and Demonstration
Total: 25 Marks
Instructions:
You are required to identify tools and materials used in buttoning, and demonstrate the safe and correct use of a manual button press.
Part A: Identification (10 marks)
· Identify and name five items from a tool station setup.
· For each item, state its function and indicate which buttoning process it is best suited for. (2 marks each)
Part B: Button Press Demonstration (15 marks)
· Learner sets up the button press with the correct die set
· Positions fabric and button components correctly
· Operates lever smoothly and safely
· Produces two usable buttons (e.g. size 36 loop-back)
· Assessor checks for smooth fabric cover, alignment, and locking


Mark Allocation and Weighting
	Section
	Marks
	Weighting

	A – Written Task
	25 marks
	50%

	B – Practical Task
	25 marks
	50%

	Total
	50 marks
	100%



Assessment Rubric Summary
	Criteria
	Excellent (5)
	Competent (3)
	Needs Support (1)

	Material identification
	Accurate and confident
	Mostly correct, some uncertainty
	Multiple errors in tool names

	Function explanations
	Clear and well-aligned to tools
	Generally correct
	Lacks understanding

	Button press operation
	Smooth, aligned, safe
	Minor misalignment or hesitancy
	Unsafe or incorrect use

	Button quality
	Professional and clean finish
	Acceptable but needs improvement
	Button loose or misaligned

	Understanding of die relationships
	Clear articulation
	Partial understanding
	Unable to describe interaction



 


[bookmark: _Toc196229617]KM-10-KT05: Buttoning and deep buttoning quality (15%)
[bookmark: _Toc242091437][bookmark: _Toc243113732][bookmark: _Toc247459765][bookmark: _Toc269816067][bookmark: _Hlk500019971][bookmark: _Hlk499494398]
[bookmark: _Toc196229618]KM-10-KT05: Buttoning and Deep Buttoning Quality
NQF Level 3 | Weight: 15%
[bookmark: _Toc196229619]Facilitator Assessment Briefing
Purpose of the Assessment
This integrated assessment enables the facilitator to evaluate the learner’s ability to recognise quality faults in buttoning and deep buttoning processes, and to apply rectification techniques using appropriate materials and methods. The assessment covers both theoretical understanding and practical competency.
Internal Assessment Criteria Covered
- IAC0501: Describe quality faults that can be identified during the process, including problems with resources, raw materials and design.
- IAC0502: Identification and rectification of deep buttoning faults and how to correct these.
[bookmark: _Toc196229620]Assessment Instruments Used
Section A: Written assessment – short answers focusing on fault identification, causes and corrections.
Section B: Practical demonstration – observation of fault identification and rectification on sample panels.
[bookmark: _Toc196229621]Assessment Preparation
Prepare sample upholstery panels with built-in faults, marking templates, buttoning tools, fabric offcuts, button kits, chalk, and marking rubrics.
[bookmark: _Toc196229622]Instructions to the Learner
Inspect sample panels, identify and explain visible faults, and demonstrate rectification techniques using appropriate tools and materials. Complete all written responses clearly and accurately.
[bookmark: _Toc196229623]Post-Assessment Activities
Provide feedback using the rubric. Facilitate class discussion to reflect on quality control strategies. Reassess if rectification outcomes were not satisfactory. Archive evidence in the PoE.
[bookmark: _Toc196044033][bookmark: _Toc196229624]Integrated Assessment for KM-10-KT05: Buttoning and Deep Buttoning Quality

NQF Level 3 | Part of 5 Credits for KM-10 | Weight: 15%

🧩 Section A: Written Task – Structured Short Answers
Assessment Method: Individual Knowledge Recall
Total: 15 Marks
1. List four quality faults that may occur during the buttoning process. (4 marks – 1 mark each)
2. Explain how incorrect foam selection can affect buttoning quality. (2 marks)
3. Describe two design-related issues that could lead to buttoning defects. (2 marks)
4. What visual checks would you carry out during buttoning to detect faults early? (2 marks)
5. Select two deep buttoning faults from the list below and explain how you would rectify them:
· Buttons pulling through foam
· Pleats not meeting at the button
· Uneven button depth
(5 marks – 2.5 marks each)

🧪 Section B: Practical Observation Task – Fault Identification and Rectification
Assessment Method: Performance Demonstration with Checklist
Total: 15 Marks
Instructions:
Each learner is provided with a pre-made upholstery panel that contains one or more buttoning faults.
Learner Tasks:
1. Inspect the panel and identify at least two visible buttoning faults. (4 marks – 2 marks each)
2. Explain the cause of each fault in terms of material, equipment or layout. (3 marks)
3. Demonstrate the rectification process using the correct tools, buttoning materials, and tensioning techniques. (8 marks – based on accuracy, safety, and quality of correction)







🧮 Mark Allocation and Weighting
	Section
	Marks
	Weighting

	A – Written Task
	15 marks
	50%

	B – Practical Task
	15 marks
	50%

	Total
	30 marks
	100%




Assessment Rubric Summary
	Criteria
	Excellent (5)
	Competent (3)
	Needs Support (1)

	Fault Identification
	Accurately names and explains multiple faults
	Identifies some faults with basic explanation
	Misses key issues or provides vague descriptions

	Root Cause Reasoning
	Clearly links fault to material or method
	Generally correct but lacks specificity
	No clear understanding of fault origin

	Rectification Execution
	Uses appropriate tools and techniques, excellent finish
	Minor technique or tension issues
	Unsafe or ineffective approach

	Written Accuracy and Clarity
	Precise answers, well-structured logic
	Adequate but limited detail or vocabulary
	Incomplete or unclear responses
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