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Congratulations on completing the relevant knowledge modules. As part of your training you are required to complete practical assessments.  In these assessments you will be required to apply the knowledge (theory) to the practical requirements for the module.  
The facilitator will assist and advise you on the practical aspects of the assessment and explain what is required for the assessment.  

[bookmark: _Toc196290963]Responsibilities of the learner include:

One hundred percent commitment to the learning process. Learners are encouraged to study any additional source of information relevant to this learning process.
Doing all assignments contained in this workbook as well any tasks and assignments received from your facilitator/assessor.
You are required to submit the assessments on the due date.  These assessments may take a variety of forms e.g. simulation, written tests, or oral tests.
Discuss any problems that you may have with your facilitator. 
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 Physical Requirements:

·  All tools, machinery, consumables, equipment, specified in the scope statement

Human Resource Requirements:

· Trainer/learner ratio of 1:10
· Trainers must be qualified upholstery frame preparers with 2 years of experience
· Assessor (NQF 3 qualification with minimum of 3 years of clicking experience, registered assessor, minimum 1 year experience as an assessor)
· Moderator (NQF 3 qualification with minimum of 3 years of clicking experience, registered assessor, minimum 1 year experience as an assessor)

Legal Requirements:

· OHASA compliant
 

Exemptions
· No exemptions, but the module can be achieved in full through a normal RPL process
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List of Practical Skill Module Specifications


· PM-01, Prepare Foundations for Upholstered Frames, NQF Level 2, Credits 20 
· PM-02, Cover Prepared Upholstered Frames with Fabric and Other Materials, NQF Level 2, Credits 20 
· PM-03, Perform Advanced Covering Operations for Complex and Exposed Frames, NQF Level 3, Credits 10 
· PM-04, Perform Deep Buttoning Procedures to Decorate Upholstered Furniture, NQF Level 3, Credits 10 
· PM-05, Produce Cutting Lay Requirements for Cutting of Upholstered Cover Components, NQF Level 3, Credits 4 
· PM-06, Produce upholstery patterns and templates for the upholstery frame preparation and cutting departments, NQF Level 3, Credits 16 
· PM-07, Lay Out, Measure, Cut and Sew Upholstery Materials According to Templates or Specifications and Optimising Material Usage, NQF Level 2, Credits 20 
· PM-08, Manufacture Upholstery Bespoke Furniture or Prototypes for Bulk Production, NQF Level 4, Credits 30 
· PM-09, Repair and Re-Upholster Upholstery Furniture, NQF Level 4, Credits 10 
· PM-10, Inspect Upholstery Furniture During Various Stages of the Manufacturing Process to Ensure Conformance to Quality Standards, NQF Level 4, Credits 15 
· PM-11, Reengineer Upholstery Furniture Products to Address Development or Manufacturing Defects, NQF Level 4, Credits 15 
· PM-12, Develop Technical Specifications and Line Setup Requirements for Manufacturing of Upholstery Furniture, NQF Level 4, Credits 15 
· PM-13, Guide Teams in the Upholstery Manufacturing Departments to Achieve Set Targets and Outputs, NQF Level 3, Credits 4 
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The modules outlined encompass a wide range of skills and knowledge areas, essential for those pursuing a qualification in furniture upholstery. These materials will be designed to cater to the National Qualifications Framework (NQF) Level 2 to Level 4, with varying credit allocations that signify the depth and complexity of each module.

The objective of these learning materials is to provide learners with a clear, structured, and in-depth understanding of each aspect of furniture upholstery. This ranges from foundational skills such as preparing upholstered frames, to more advanced techniques like deep buttoning and reengineering furniture products. Each module has been carefully developed to ensure it aligns with the NQF standards and meets the required learning outcomes.

These modules are designed not only to impart technical knowledge and practical skills but also to foster an understanding of the broader context in which these skills are applied. This includes an appreciation of quality standards, efficiency in manufacturing processes, and the ability to troubleshoot and rectify defects.

The learning materials will comprise a mix of theoretical content, practical demonstrations, step-by-step guides, and assessments. This approach ensures that learners gain a holistic understanding of the upholstery process, from initial design and pattern making to the final stages of inspection and quality control. Emphasis will be placed on real-world application, ensuring that learners are well-equipped to apply their skills in a professional setting.

In summary, these materials aim to provide a comprehensive, detailed, and practical learning experience that will prepare learners for a successful career in furniture upholstery. The progression from NQF Level 2 to Level 4 allows for a gradual increase in complexity and depth, ensuring that learners are challenged and engaged throughout their educational journey.
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Purpose of the Practical Skill Modules 
The focus of the learning in this module is on providing the learner an opportunity to Manufacture upholstery furniture prototypes according to an approved design and finish and prepare prototypes for display to and approval from the client
 
The learner will be required to: 
· PM-07-PS07: Cut stripes, checks, patterns and pattern repeat fabric into component parts according to a cutting plan by operating an upright knife (repeat for single ply, multi plies, circular knife or band knife)
· PM-07-PS08: Identify sewing machines, machine parts and attachments and set the machine according to the fabric and operation (tension, correct threading, seam width, change needles, stitch adjustment)
· PM-07-PS09: Pick up, align and sew cut components and parts using a lockstitch machine; or longarm; twin needle; overlock machine; multi needle machine performing a minimum of two operations

[bookmark: _Toc196290968]PM-07-PS07: Cut stripes, checks, patterns and pattern repeat fabric into component parts according to a cutting plan by operating an upright knife (repeat for single ply, multi plies, circular knife or band knife)


Scope of Practical Skill

Given a prepared lay with cutting plan, specifications, and templates, the learner must be able to:

- Interpret and understand the cutting plan and specifications.
- Set up and operate an upright knife for cutting fabric.
- Perform precise cuts on stripes, checks, patterns, and pattern repeat fabric according to the cutting plan.
- Repeat the cutting process for single ply, multi-ply, circular knife, and band knife operations.
- Ensure safety protocols are followed throughout the cutting process.

Applied Knowledge

To successfully complete this practical skill, learners must demonstrate the following knowledge:

- Fabric characteristics and behaviour during cutting.
- Proper setup and maintenance of cutting tools.
- Techniques for aligning and cutting patterned fabrics.
- Safety measures and best practices in handling cutting equipment.

Internal Assessment Criteria

1. Cutting Plan Interpretation
   - IAC0701: Cutting plan is accurately interpreted, and specifications are fully understood.
   - IAC0702: Fabric is identified and prepared according to the cutting plan.

2. Tool Setup and Operation
   - IAC0703: Cutting tools, including upright, circular, and band knives, are correctly set up and calibrated.
   - IAC0704: Tools are operated safely and efficiently, adhering to all safety protocols.

3. Execution of Cuts
   - IAC0705: Fabric components are cut precisely, with alignment to stripes, checks, patterns, and pattern repeats.
   - IAC0706: Cuts are performed on single ply and multiple plies, maintaining accuracy and consistency.
   - IAC0707: The cutting process minimises fabric waste while maintaining pattern integrity.

4. Quality Control
   - IAC0708: All cut pieces are inspected for accuracy and consistency with the cutting plan.
   - IAC0709: Any deviations or errors in the cutting process are identified and corrected promptly.

5. Safety Compliance
   - IAC0710: Safety equipment, such as gloves and guards, is used appropriately.
   - IAC0711: The cutting area is maintained in a clean and organised state to prevent accidents.
   - IAC0712: Safety protocols are strictly followed throughout the cutting process.

---

These criteria ensure that learners not only gain the technical skills required for precise fabric cutting but also understand the importance of safety and quality control in the upholstery industry. Through this practical skill module, learners will be well-prepared to handle complex cutting tasks in a professional setting.
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Scope of Practical Skill

Given a minimum selection of three machines (lockstitch machine, longarm, twin needle, overlock machine, or multi-needle machine), various types of threads, and needles, the learner must be able to:

1. Identify different sewing machines, their parts, and attachments.
2. Set up the machine according to the fabric and operation requirements, including tension, correct threading, seam width, needle changes, and stitch adjustments.

Marking Memo:

To successfully complete this practical skill, learners must demonstrate knowledge in the following areas:

- Types and functions of various sewing machines and their parts.
- Proper threading techniques and needle selection.
- Machine settings adjustments for different fabric types.
- Maintenance and troubleshooting procedures.

Marking Memo:

1. Machine Identification and Components

IAC0801: The learner accurately identifies and describes the function of different sewing machines and their parts.

IAC0802: The learner recognises and properly attaches machine parts and attachments according to the type of machine and sewing operation.
2. Threading and Needle Selection

IAC0803: The learner selects appropriate threads and needles based on the fabric type and sewing requirements.

IAC0804: The learner correctly threads the sewing machine, ensuring proper needle insertion and alignment.

3. Machine Settings and Adjustments

IAC0805: The learner adjusts machine tension, seam width, and stitch type according to the fabric and operation specifications.

IAC0806: The learner demonstrates the ability to change needles and make stitch adjustments to achieve the desired stitching quality.

4. Maintenance and Troubleshooting

IAC0807: The learner performs routine maintenance, including cleaning and oiling the machine, to ensure optimal performance.

IAC0808: The learner identifies common issues and troubleshoots problems effectively, ensuring the machine operates efficiently.

---

These criteria ensure that learners not only gain the technical skills required for setting up and operating sewing machines but also develop an understanding of the importance of proper maintenance and troubleshooting. Through this practical skill module, learners will be well-prepared to handle various sewing operations in a professional upholstery environment.
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Scope of Practical Skill

PM-07-PS09 focuses on developing the learner's ability to proficiently handle and sew various fabric components using different types of sewing machines. The learner will work with a variety of swatches, encompassing different shapes, colours, textures, and compositions. This module emphasises the importance of proper alignment and sewing techniques to produce high-quality finished products.

Given a selection of threads, needles of various sises, and a range of sewing machines—including lockstitch machines, longarm machines, twin needle machines, overlock machines, and multi-needle machines—the learner will perform a minimum of two sewing operations. This practical skill ensures that learners are versatile and capable of handling diverse sewing tasks in the upholstery industry.

 Applied Knowledge

To successfully complete this practical skill, learners must demonstrate knowledge in the following areas:

- Fabric Handling and Alignment: Understanding the properties of different fabrics and the importance of precise alignment before sewing.
- Machine Operation: Proficiency in operating various types of sewing machines, adjusting settings, and selecting the appropriate tools and needles for each task.
- Sewing Techniques: Mastery of different sewing techniques to achieve strong, durable, and aesthetically pleasing seams.
- Quality Control: Ensuring that the sewn components meet the required specifications and standards.

---


 Internal Assessment Criteria

1. Fabric Handling and Alignment

IAC0901: The learner accurately identifies and handles different types of fabrics, ensuring they are correctly aligned before sewing.

IAC0902: The learner prepares the fabric pieces, ensuring all edges are properly aligned and secured for sewing.

2. Machine Operation

IAC0903: The learner sets up and operates the lockstitch machine, longarm machine, twin needle machine, overlock machine, and multi-needle machine correctly.

IAC0904: The learner adjusts machine settings, such as tension and stitch length, according to the fabric and thread specifications.

3. Sewing Techniques

IAC0905: The learner demonstrates the ability to perform at least two different sewing operations, ensuring smooth and consistent stitches.

IAC0906: The learner effectively uses various sewing techniques to join fabric components, producing durable and high-quality seams.

4. Quality Control

[bookmark: _GoBack]IAC0907: The learner inspects the sewn components to ensure they meet the specified standards and corrects any deviations.

IAC0908: The learner performs necessary finishing touches to ensure the final product is of high quality and meets all requirements.

---

This module prepares learners to handle complex sewing tasks in the upholstery industry, ensuring they can produce high-quality, durable, and visually appealing finished products using a variety of sewing machines and techniques.
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