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Congratulations on completing the relevant knowledge modules. As part of your training you are required to complete practical assessments.  In these assessments you will be required to apply the knowledge (theory) to the practical requirements for the module.  
The facilitator will assist and advise you on the practical aspects of the assessment and explain what is required for the assessment.  

[bookmark: _Toc197267731]Responsibilities of the learner include:

One hundred percent commitment to the learning process. Learners are encouraged to study any additional source of information relevant to this learning process.
Doing all assignments contained in this workbook as well any tasks and assignments received from your facilitator/assessor.
You are required to submit the assessments on the due date.  These assessments may take a variety of forms e.g. simulation, written tests, or oral tests.
Discuss any problems that you may have with your facilitator. 
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Declaration of Authenticity

I (learner name and surname) _______________________________________________________, ID No ______________________________ hereby declare that the work contained herein was completed by me on my own.
Where assistance or advice was received or where I used resource material form a workbook, policy wording, internet or any other printed sources, this has been acknowledged and referenced. I further declare that I understand that plagiarism is a punishable offence as it constitutes the theft of another’s intellectual property rights.

_______________________________                         _______________________
Learner signature						Date

  




Provider Accreditation Requirements for the Module

 Physical Requirements:

·  All tools, machinery, consumables, equipment, specified in the scope statement

Human Resource Requirements:

· Trainer/learner ratio of 1:10
· Trainers must be qualified upholstery frame preparers with 2 years of experience
· Assessor (NQF 3 qualification with minimum of 3 years of clicking experience,    registered assessor, minimum 1 year experience as an assessor)
· Moderator (NQF 3 qualification with minimum of 3 years of clicking experience, registered assessor, minimum 1 year experience as an assessor)

Legal Requirements:

· OHASA compliant
 

Exemptions
· No exemptions, but the module can be achieved in full through a normal RPL process
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List of Practical Skill Module Specifications


· PM-01, Prepare Foundations for Upholstered Frames, NQF Level 2, Credits 20 
· PM-02, Cover Prepared Upholstered Frames with Fabric and Other Materials, NQF Level 2, Credits 20 
· PM-03, Perform Advanced Covering Operations for Complex and Exposed Frames, NQF Level 3, Credits 10 
· PM-04, Perform Deep Buttoning Procedures to Decorate Upholstered Furniture, NQF Level 3, Credits 10 
· PM-05, Produce Cutting Lay Requirements for Cutting of Upholstered Cover Components, NQF Level 3, Credits 4 
· PM-06, Produce upholstery patterns and templates for the upholstery frame preparation and cutting departments, NQF Level 3, Credits 16 
· PM-07, Lay Out, Measure, Cut and Sew Upholstery Materials According to Templates or Specifications and Optimising Material Usage, NQF Level 2, Credits 20 
· PM-08, Manufacture Upholstery Bespoke Furniture or Prototypes for Bulk Production, NQF Level 4, Credits 30 
· PM-09, Repair and Re-Upholster Upholstery Furniture, NQF Level 4, Credits 10 
· PM-10, Inspect Upholstery Furniture During Various Stages of the Manufacturing Process to Ensure Conformance to Quality Standards, NQF Level 4, Credits 15 
· PM-11, Reengineer Upholstery Furniture Products to Address Development or Manufacturing Defects, NQF Level 4, Credits 15 
· PM-12, Develop Technical Specifications and Line Setup Requirements for Manufacturing of Upholstery Furniture, NQF Level 4, Credits 15 
· PM-13, Guide Teams in the Upholstery Manufacturing Departments to Achieve Set Targets and Outputs, NQF Level 3, Credits 4 
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The modules outlined encompass a wide range of skills and knowledge areas, essential for those pursuing a qualification in furniture upholstery. These materials will be designed to cater to the National Qualifications Framework (NQF) Level 2 to Level 4, with varying credit allocations that signify the depth and complexity of each module.

The objective of these learning materials is to provide learners with a clear, structured, and in-depth understanding of each aspect of furniture upholstery. This ranges from foundational skills such as preparing upholstered frames, to more advanced techniques like deep buttoning and reengineering furniture products. Each module has been carefully developed to ensure it aligns with the NQF standards and meets the required learning outcomes.

These modules are designed not only to impart technical knowledge and practical skills but also to foster an understanding of the broader context in which these skills are applied. This includes an appreciation of quality standards, efficiency in manufacturing processes, and the ability to troubleshoot and rectify defects.

The learning materials will comprise a mix of theoretical content, practical demonstrations, step-by-step guides, and assessments. This approach ensures that learners gain a holistic understanding of the upholstery process, from initial design and pattern making to the final stages of inspection and quality control. Emphasis will be placed on real-world application, ensuring that learners are well-equipped to apply their skills in a professional setting.

In summary, these materials aim to provide a comprehensive, detailed, and practical learning experience that will prepare learners for a successful career in furniture upholstery. The progression from NQF Level 2 to Level 4 allows for a gradual increase in complexity and depth, ensuring that learners are challenged and engaged throughout their educational journey.
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Introduction to PM-10: Inspect Upholstery Furniture During Various Stages of the Manufacturing Process to Ensure Conformance to Quality Standards

 Overview

The PM-10 module, titled "Inspect Upholstery Furniture During Various Stages of the Manufacturing Process to Ensure Conformance to Quality Standards," is a critical component of the Furniture Upholsterer curriculum. This module is designed to equip learners with the skills and knowledge necessary to carry out thorough inspections of upholstery furniture at different stages of production. The goal is to ensure that the final products meet the established quality standards and specifications.

 Purpose of the Practical Skill Modules

The focus of the learning in this module is on providing the learner with practical experience in inspecting upholstery furniture throughout the manufacturing process. By the end of this module, learners will be capable of identifying and addressing quality issues early in the production cycle, thereby preventing defects and ensuring high-quality output. The key activities and skills covered in this module include:

- Inspecting Upholstery Suspension Systems: Learners will hand-build upholstery suspension systems using springs and webbing. This involves understanding the technical specifications and ensuring that the suspension systems are constructed correctly to support the furniture's structure and comfort.
- Attaching Foam or Other Padding: Learners will attach foam or other padding materials, such as loose fibre stuffing, cotton, felt, and foam padding, to upholstery prototypes or bespoke furniture frames. The aim is to create smooth, rounded surfaces that conform to the desired specifications.
- Attaching Advanced Covers: Learners will attach advanced, non-sewn, shaped covers to upholstery prototypes or bespoke furniture. This task requires proficiency with hand tools and a thorough understanding of fabrics and upholstery methods to achieve a high-quality finish.
- Finishing Upholstery: Learners will finish upholstery prototypes or bespoke furniture using appropriate hand tools and methods. This includes securing trims and accessories to enhance the furniture's aesthetic appeal and functionality.

 Practical Skill Modules

The learner will be required to demonstrate competence in the following practical skills:

- PM-08-PS04: Hand Build Upholstery Suspension Systems (Springs and Webbing): This involves constructing the suspension systems that provide support and comfort to upholstered furniture. The learner will use various tools and techniques to ensure that the springs and webbing are installed correctly and securely.
- PM-08-PS05: Attach Foam or Other Padding: In this task, learners will apply padding materials to the frames, ensuring that the surfaces are smooth and meet the required standards for comfort and durability.
- PM-08-PS06: Attach Covers (Advanced, Non-Sewn, Shaped): This skill involves fitting advanced covers to the furniture frames, using precise techniques to ensure that the covers fit well and enhance the overall appearance of the furniture.
- PM-08-PS07: Finish Upholstery: The final step in the process involves finishing the upholstery by attaching trims and accessories. Learners will use various hand tools to ensure that the final product is aesthetically pleasing and meets all quality standards.

 Conclusion

The PM-10 module is essential for developing the skills needed to ensure the quality of upholstered furniture. By learning to inspect and address issues during the manufacturing process, learners will contribute to the production of high-quality furniture that meets customer expectations and industry standards. This module not only enhances the technical abilities of the learners but also instills a commitment to quality and excellence in upholstery manufacturing.
· trims and accessories
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 Overview

The PM-08-PS04 module, titled "Hand Build Upholstery Suspension Systems (Springs and Webbing)," is an integral part of the Furniture Upholsterer curriculum. This module is designed to impart learners with the practical skills and knowledge necessary to construct upholstery suspension systems. These systems, comprising springs and webbing, form the foundation of upholstered furniture, providing essential support and comfort.

 Scope of Practical Skill

In this module, learners will engage in hands-on activities that involve the construction of suspension systems using various tools and materials. The scope of practical skill development includes the following:

- Drawing, Measuring, and Marking: Learners will utilise a range of drawing, measuring, and marking instruments to ensure precision in the construction process. Accurate measurements and markings are crucial for aligning and positioning the components of the suspension system correctly.
- Interpreting Technical Drawings and Specifications: Understanding and interpreting technical drawings, product specifications, work instructions, and photos of prototypes are vital skills. Learners will use these resources to guide their construction process and ensure adherence to design requirements.
- Handling Raw Materials: Learners will work with various raw materials, including different types of springs and webbing. They will gain knowledge about the properties and applications of these materials and learn to handle them appropriately during the construction process.
- Building Suspension Systems: The core activity involves hand-building suspension systems by attaching springs and webbing to furniture frames. Learners will use various hand tools and techniques to secure these components, ensuring that they provide the necessary support and comfort.

 Applied Knowledge

To successfully complete this module, learners must demonstrate an understanding of the following key concepts:

- Types of Springs and Webbing: Knowledge of the different types of springs (e.g., coil springs, sig-sag springs) and webbing (e.g., jute, elastic) used in upholstery is essential. Learners must understand the characteristics and applications of each type.
- Construction Techniques: Proficiency in various construction techniques, including stretching, tensioning, and securing springs and webbing, is crucial. Learners must apply these techniques to build durable and comfortable suspension systems.
- Tools and Equipment: Familiarity with the tools and equipment used in the construction process, such as staple guns, hammers, and measuring tapes, is necessary. Learners must know how to use and maintain these tools effectively.
- Safety Practices: Understanding and adhering to safety practices is paramount. Learners must be aware of the potential hasards associated with the construction process and take appropriate measures to ensure a safe working environment.

 Internal Assessment Criteria

The internal assessment criteria for this module include the following:

- Accuracy and Precision: Learners will be assessed on their ability to take accurate measurements and make precise markings. The alignment and positioning of springs and webbing must meet the specified standards.
- Adherence to Specifications: Learners must demonstrate their ability to interpret and follow technical drawings, product specifications, and work instructions accurately. The constructed suspension systems should match the design requirements.
- Quality of Construction: The quality of the constructed suspension systems will be evaluated. This includes the durability, functionality, and aesthetic appearance of the systems. Springs and webbing must be securely attached and provide the required support.
- Safety Compliance: Learners will be assessed on their adherence to safety practices during the construction process. This includes the proper use of tools and equipment, as well as the implementation of safety measures to prevent accidents and injuries.

 Conclusion

The PM-08-PS04 module is designed to provide learners with the essential skills and knowledge to construct high-quality upholstery suspension systems. By mastering these practical skills, learners will be able to contribute to the production of comfortable and durable upholstered furniture. This module emphasises precision, quality, and safety, ensuring that learners are well-prepared for the demands of the upholstery industry.
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Overview

The PM-08-PS05 module, titled "Attach Foam or Other Padding to Upholstery Prototypes or Bespoke Furniture Frames to Form Smooth Rounded Surfaces," is a vital part of the Furniture Upholsterer curriculum. This module aims to equip learners with the skills and knowledge required to apply various padding materials to upholstery prototypes or bespoke furniture frames. Proper padding is essential for creating comfortable and aesthetically pleasing furniture that meets the desired specifications and quality standards.

 Scope of Practical Skill

In this module, learners will engage in practical tasks that involve the application of padding materials to furniture frames. The scope of practical skill development includes:

- Interpreting Technical Specifications: Learners will use technical specifications provided for upholstery prototypes and frames. Understanding these specifications is crucial for selecting the appropriate padding materials and applying them correctly.
- Handling Raw Materials: Learners will work with various raw materials for padding, including loose fibre stuffing, cotton, felt, and foam padding. They will learn the properties and applications of each material and how to handle them properly during the padding process.
- Using Tools and Equipment: Learners will use a variety of tools and equipment to attach padding materials to the frames. This includes cutting tools, adhesives, and other relevant equipment.
- Forming Smooth Rounded Surfaces: The primary task involves attaching the padding materials to the frames to form smooth, rounded surfaces. This requires precision and attention to detail to ensure that the padding is evenly distributed and securely attached.

 Applied Knowledge

To successfully complete this module, learners must demonstrate an understanding of several key concepts:

- Types of Padding Materials: Learners must be familiar with the different types of padding materials, including their properties, benefits, and appropriate uses. This includes understanding the differences between loose fibre stuffing, cotton, felt, and foam padding.
- Application Techniques: Learners must be proficient in various techniques for applying padding materials. This includes cutting the materials to sise, applying adhesives, and ensuring that the padding is evenly distributed and securely attached to the frame.
- Tools and Equipment: Learners should know how to use and maintain the tools and equipment required for attaching padding materials. This includes knowledge of the appropriate tools for cutting, shaping, and securing the padding.
- Safety Practices: Understanding and adhering to safety practices is crucial. Learners must be aware of potential hasards associated with the padding process and implement appropriate safety measures to ensure a safe working environment.

 Internal Assessment Criteria

The internal assessment criteria for this module include the following:

- Accuracy and Precision: Learners will be assessed on their ability to accurately measure and cut padding materials. The alignment and positioning of the padding must meet the specified standards.
- Adherence to Specifications: Learners must demonstrate their ability to interpret and follow technical specifications accurately. The attached padding should match the design requirements and ensure a smooth, rounded surface.
- Quality of Construction: The quality of the attached padding will be evaluated. This includes the evenness, smoothness, and durability of the padding, as well as its secure attachment to the frame.
- Safety Compliance: Learners will be assessed on their adherence to safety practices during the padding process. This includes the proper use of tools and equipment, as well as the implementation of safety measures to prevent accidents and injuries.

 Conclusion

The PM-08-PS05 module is designed to provide learners with the essential skills and knowledge to attach padding materials to upholstery prototypes or bespoke furniture frames. By mastering these practical skills, learners will be able to contribute to the production of comfortable and high-quality upholstered furniture. This module emphasises precision, quality, and safety, ensuring that learners are well-prepared for the demands of the upholstery industry.

For detailed guidelines and specific internal assessment criteria, please refer to the relevant sections of the curriculum document.
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Overview

The PM-08-PS06 module, titled "Attach Covers (Advanced, Non-Sewn, Shaped) Upholstery Prototype or Bespoke Furniture Using Hand Tools and Knowledge of Fabrics and Upholstery Methods," is a critical component of the Furniture Upholsterer curriculum. This module is designed to equip learners with the advanced skills necessary to attach non-sewn, shaped covers to upholstery prototypes or bespoke furniture frames. Mastery of these techniques ensures that learners can produce high-quality upholstered furniture that meets specific design and functional requirements.

 Scope of Practical Skill

In this module, learners will engage in practical tasks that involve attaching advanced, non-sewn, shaped covers to prepared frames. The scope of practical skill development includes:

- Interpreting Technical Specifications: Learners will use technical specifications provided for upholstery prototypes. Understanding these specifications is crucial for selecting and correctly applying the appropriate covers.
- Handling Prepared Frames: Learners will work with frames that have already been prepared with springs/webbing and padding. They must understand how to handle and work with these frames to ensure the covers fit correctly.
- Using Raw Materials and Consumables: Learners will use various raw materials for padding, as well as consumables required for attaching covers. They will learn the properties and applications of these materials and how to handle them properly during the covering process.
- Utilising Tools and Equipment: Learners will use a variety of hand tools and equipment to attach the covers. This includes tools for stretching, fastening, and smoothing the covers to ensure a tight, secure fit.

 Applied Knowledge

To successfully complete this module, learners must demonstrate an understanding of several key concepts:

- Types of Fabrics and Covers: Learners must be familiar with the different types of fabrics and covers used in upholstery, including their properties, benefits, and appropriate uses. This includes understanding the characteristics of advanced, non-sewn, shaped covers.
- Covering Techniques: Learners must be proficient in various techniques for attaching covers. This includes stretching, aligning, and fastening the covers to the frames using hand tools.
- Tools and Equipment: Learners should know how to use and maintain the tools and equipment required for attaching covers. This includes knowledge of the appropriate tools for stretching, fastening, and smoothing the covers.
- Safety Practices: Understanding and adhering to safety practices is crucial. Learners must be aware of potential hasards associated with the covering process and implement appropriate safety measures to ensure a safe working environment.

 Internal Assessment Criteria

The internal assessment criteria for this module include the following:

- IAC01 Accuracy and Precision: Learners will be assessed on their ability to accurately measure and cut the covers. The alignment and positioning of the covers must meet the specified standards.
- IAC02 Adherence to Specifications: Learners must demonstrate their ability to interpret and follow technical specifications accurately. The attached covers should match the design requirements and ensure a smooth, rounded surface.
- IAC03 Quality of Construction: The quality of the attached covers will be evaluated. This includes the evenness, smoothness, and durability of the covers, as well as their secure attachment to the frame.
- IAC04 Safety Compliance: Learners will be assessed on their adherence to safety practices during the covering process. This includes the proper use of tools and equipment, as well as the implementation of safety measures to prevent accidents and injuries.

 Conclusion

The PM-08-PS06 module is designed to provide learners with the essential skills and knowledge to attach advanced, non-sewn, shaped covers to upholstery prototypes or bespoke furniture frames. By mastering these practical skills, learners will be able to contribute to the production of high-quality upholstered furniture that meets both aesthetic and functional standards. This module emphasises precision, quality, and safety, ensuring that learners are well-prepared for the demands of the upholstery industry.
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Overview

The PM-08-PS07 module, titled "Finish Upholstery Prototype or Bespoke Furniture Using Hand Tools and Suitable Methods to Secure Trims and Accessories," is a vital component of the Furniture Upholsterer curriculum. This module aims to provide learners with the advanced skills and knowledge necessary to add the finishing touches to upholstery prototypes or bespoke furniture. By mastering these techniques, learners will be able to enhance the aesthetic appeal and functionality of the furniture, ensuring it meets the highest quality standards.

 Scope of Practical Skill

In this module, learners will engage in practical tasks that involve securing trims and accessories to upholstery prototypes or bespoke furniture. The scope of practical skill development includes:

- Interpreting Technical Specifications: Learners will use technical specifications provided for upholstery prototypes. Understanding these specifications is crucial for selecting and correctly applying the appropriate trims and accessories.
- Handling Upholstery Prototypes: Learners will work with prepared upholstery prototypes. They must understand how to handle and work with these prototypes to ensure the trims and accessories are applied correctly.
- Using Raw Materials and Consumables: Learners will use various raw materials, including trims and accessories, as well as consumables required for securing them. They will learn the properties and applications of these materials and how to handle them properly during the finishing process.
- Utilising Tools and Equipment: Learners will use a variety of hand tools and equipment to secure the trims and accessories. This includes tools for attaching, fastening, and finishing the trims and accessories to ensure a polished and professional look.

 Applied Knowledge

To successfully complete this module, learners must demonstrate an understanding of several key concepts:

- Types of Trims and Accessories: Learners must be familiar with the different types of trims and accessories used in upholstery, including their properties, benefits, and appropriate uses. This includes understanding the characteristics of various decorative elements such as piping, braids, fringes, and buttons.
- Finishing Techniques: Learners must be proficient in various techniques for securing trims and accessories. This includes attaching, aligning, and fastening the trims and accessories to the upholstery using hand tools.
- Tools and Equipment: Learners should know how to use and maintain the tools and equipment required for securing trims and accessories. This includes knowledge of the appropriate tools for attaching and finishing these elements.
- Safety Practices: Understanding and adhering to safety practices is crucial. Learners must be aware of potential hasards associated with the finishing process and implement appropriate safety measures to ensure a safe working environment.

 Internal Assessment Criteria

The internal assessment criteria for this module include the following:

- IAC01 Accuracy and Precision: Learners will be assessed on their ability to accurately measure and cut trims and accessories. The alignment and positioning of these elements must meet the specified standards.
- IAC02 Adherence to Specifications: Learners must demonstrate their ability to interpret and follow technical specifications accurately. The secured trims and accessories should match the design requirements and enhance the overall appearance of the furniture.
- IAC03 Quality of Construction: The quality of the secured trims and accessories will be evaluated. This includes the evenness, smoothness, and durability of the finishing elements, as well as their secure attachment to the upholstery.
- IAC04 Safety Compliance: Learners will be assessed on their adherence to safety practices during the finishing process. This includes the proper use of tools and equipment, as well as the implementation of safety measures to prevent accidents and injuries.

 Conclusion

The PM-08-PS07 module is designed to provide learners with the essential skills and knowledge to finish upholstery prototypes or bespoke furniture by securing trims and accessories. By mastering these practical skills, learners will be able to contribute to the production of high-quality upholstered furniture that meets both aesthetic and functional standards. This module emphasises precision, quality, and safety, ensuring that learners are well-prepared for the demands of the upholstery industry.

For detailed guidelines and specific internal assessment criteria, please refer to the relevant sections of the curriculum document.
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